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: Question: May an Assistant County Attorney hold the office of Domestic
Relations Commissioner?

Answer: No. This violates the appearance of impropriety. See
Canon 2.

The question presented is whether an Assistant County Attorney
may hold the office of Domestic Relations Commissioner. The answer
is no, the reason being that the Judicial Ethics Committee believes
s the two offices are incompatible. See 67 C.J.S. Officers § 27 (1978);
3 E. McQuillan, The Law of Municipal Corporations § 12.67 (1982). While
there is no statutory or constitutional incompatibility of the offices
of County Attorney and Domestic Relations Commissioner in Kentucky,
the Committee believes that the simultaneous holding of the office of
prosecutor and judge violates the appearance of impropriety. See Canon

B. M. Westberry, Esq.

Chairman

Judicial Ethics
Committee

BMW:mah

e

This formal Judicial Ethics Opinion was affirmed by the Kentucky Supreme Court, Sanderson v.
Ethics Committee of the Kentucky Judiciary, Ky., 804 S.W.2d 10 (1991).
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